
THE CHILDREN SEND 
THEIR REGARDS
They were acolytes, pupils, wards, and 
foster home children, who were sexually, 
emotionally and physically abused by 
members of the clergy.

A documentary film by Patricia Marchart
Accompanied by the camera, the victims visit the locations of the crimes from back then. Many are 
making their stories public for the first time. Their families are also only finding out about this hidden 
pain for the first time. A nightmarish insight into arguably the greatest crime of the post-war period. 
Yet abuse remains a trauma throughout society, made possible by an environment of repression and 
of piety. Today, the Church and the state are allies in this cover-up. An accusation that will make you 
speechless, but also gives hope: „I have said everything, I am no longer a victim“, says Jo, one of the 
protagonists of the film.
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THE CHILDREN SEND THEIR REGARDS nominated for the Slamdance film festiva
As sole European production on the shortlist for documentaries

What a joy it is to have an Austrian film on this precarious 
topic invited to participate in an important film festival 
in the US. As an alternative to the Sundance festival, the 
Slamdance film festival awards independent films since 
1995. “The Children Send Their Regards” is now in with a 
chance for this important movie award.

www.slamdance.com
The 2017 Slamdance Film Festival is happening
January 20-26, 2017 in Park City, Utah



Patricia Marchart
When we got the idea for this film, it wasn’t clear whether 
we would find anyone who would talk to the camera about 
the abuse they suffered. We deliberately gave everyone the 
option of speaking anonymously, or with the disclosure of 
their name. The result was different than we expected. Within 
a short space of time so many affected people responded that 
we were unable to accept them all. Each person was adamant 
that they wanted to tell the story of what happened to them under their own name.
The whole film is borne by an elemental power that came from the affected persons, to put an end to 
the silence.

Before the first interview I did not know what would happen. The camera was our independent 
observer that transported everything to the outside. I deliberately did not plan anything. The victims 
told their story without prompting. As if they had waited for decades for someone whom they could 
tell everything. What I heard was worse than I could ever have imagined. I couldn’t breathe, my knees 
were shaking.

It is hard to describe in words the things that were done to these people by priests, nuns and mem-
bers of the Catholic Church. Only the people themselves can describe it.

The camera concept was clear after the first interview. The affected persons shaped the conversa-
tion. Together we then visited the scenes of the crimes, often places they had not been for decades. 
At the sites, I asked about impulses. The affected persons were able to interrupt filming at any time. 
Finally, the film material was edited together with those involved. To the very end, everyone had the 
option to revoke their film material, but nobody wanted to.

Those affected placed unbelievable trust in me and showed incredible openness. So much energy of 
hope and vitality was invested, which carries the whole film and which made it possible in the first 
place. This is a film that was clamouring to be made. The people who took part are the ones who 
made this film. My role was merely to be present with great attentiveness and with the camera, and 
to try to do justice to their stories.

Truthful material. Nothing more and nothing less. They are the stories of the victims. I thank all who 
were involved and who were willing to make this film from the bottom of my heart.
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Sepp Rothwangl
Chairman of the Association “Betroffene kirchlicher Gewalt”

This film was made thanks to the conscientiousness of decent people and a stroke of 
fate. Bernadette Stummer, who already helped to run the “Long Night of Abuse” many years ago, 
made contact with the filmmaker Patricia Marchart’s Schutzfilm team via the FOX medialab and the 
PR consultants Jakob Purkarthofer and Christian Fiala. Over the course of one hundred hours, and 
with astonishing empathy, the film team conducted interviews with the survivors of these atrocities. 
This allowed victims to talk intimately about the cruel and shady world of the Church, which has trau-
matised, stigmatised and gagged them to this day as supposedly violated.

I hope that this film will finally shake up the public view and force the Church to take responsibility for 
its actions, and the state to acknowledge its failure to prevent this from happening, instead of each 
trying to extract and absolve itself with the help of hypocritical commissions and empty gestures. The 
film will hopefully also help to end the continuing cover-up of the crimes by the Church. It is not the 
victims who should be ashamed, but rather the Church! The victims are owed compassion, recogni-
tion, respect, compensation and redress. May the film also motivate many other affected persons, 
who have so far lived in silence, to tell their story and realise that there was nothing they could have 
done, that they are not at fault for what was done to them as children. May this film give those 
affected the strength to shake off the role of victim imposed on them by the so-called protectors 
of the innocent in order to continue controlling and managing them. This film concerns nothing less 
than the prevention of the systematic destruction of the body and soul, also of future generations, in 
state-protected organisations such as the Church. A film that once again brings the greatest crime in 
post-war Austria to public awareness.

www.betroffen.at

This film was made thanks to the conscientiousness of decent people and a stroke of 



Schutzfilm
Dr. Patricia Marchart
www.schutzfilm.com

Contact
FOX medialab & design
Andreas Rathmanner
Halbgasse 7, 1070 Vienna / Austria
+43-1-522 40 28
office@fox.co.at

Plattform Betroffener kirchlicher Gewalt
Verein, ZVR- Zahl: 1939 38 160
Halbgasse 7, 1070 Vienna / Austria
www.betroffen.at

Press
PURKARTHOFER PR
Mag. Jakob Purkarthofer
+43-664-4121491 
jakob@purkarthofer-pr.at

www.the-children-send-their-regards.com


